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their lot with Serbs, Ctoats and Slovenes and make of
Jugoslavia a still larger and securer collective unity.
He did much to assuage the murderous blood-lust
which divided Serbia and Bulgaria after the war, It
may even be said that he effected a reconciliation. He
forgave the outrages on the Macedonian frontier* He
made friends. His preoccupation in the summer of
1934 was peace.

King Alexander was well aware that he was threat-
ened with death. He said, "Well, if I die in my bed I
shall have a less bloody end than most of my ancestors/'
In the Great War he was frequently to be seen in the
most dangerous places, calmly inspecting trenches and
billets with bullets spitting past his ears, He always
laughed when remonstrated with. He was familiar
with death. So he took no measures for his personal
safety. The activity of the police around his person
annoyed him. Orders were given that detectives
guarding him should keep out of his sight. When he
visited Zagreb in December, 1953, ten months before
the catastrophe of Marseilles, not even elementary
precautions were taken for his safety. The would-be
assassins with bombs in their pockets stood but a few
yards from the royal car, unmolested, and only the fact
that they lost their nerve saved the King and Queen
from death. That evening Alexander went out on foot
with Atsa Dimitrievitch and mixed with the Croat
populace. The crowd about the King was so dense
that the court marshal perspired undet his heavy over-
coat. Any malcontent or hired assassin could have
killed the King. Next day, although the plot to murder
him had been discovered, the King said, "Come on,
Atsa; let's go to the place where they wanted to blow
me up;" and despite the marshal's protests they visited
the crowded market-place and watched the peasants
and the townspeople shopping.

In the fatal year 1934 he took no precautions.    He
was not an. Abdul Hamid who would have a double